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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and ofpursuing and obtaining safety 
and happiness. — Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


Not Outraged by NSA 
Surveillance? You Probably 
Don’t Know Just How Bad It 

Is 

By James Bamford 

Last summer I spent three 
days in Moscow hanging out with 
Edward Snowden for Wired magazine. 
What finally drove him to leave his 
country and become a whistleblower 
was his conviction that the National 
Security Agency was conducting illegal 
surveillance on every American. 
Thursday, the Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals agreed with him. 

The three-judge panel ruled 
that the NSA program that secretly 
intercepts the telephone metadata of 
every American — who calls whom and 
when — was illegal. As a plaintiff in the 
original ACLU lawsuit I had a great deal 
of personal satisfaction. 

It’s now up to Congress to 
vote on whether or not to continue the 
program. Lawmakers must vote on this 
matter by June 1, when they need to 
reauthorize the Patriot Act. 

A key factor in that decision is 
the American public’s attitude toward 
surveillance. A PEW survey in March 
revealed that 52 percent of the public is 
now concerned about government 
surveillance, while 46 percent is not. 

Given the vast amount of 
revelations about NSA abuses, it is 
somewhat surprising that just slightly 
more than a majority of Americans 
seem concerned about government 
surveillance. Which leads to the 
question, is there any revelation that 
would spark genuine public outrage? 

Few people, for example, are 
aware that a NSA program known as 
TREASUREMAP is being developed to 
continuously map every Internet 
connection — cellphones, laptops, 


tablets — of everyone on the planet, 
including Americans. 

“Map the entire Internet,” says 
the top secret NSA slide. “Any device, 
anywhere, all the time.” 

One reason for the public’s 
lukewarm concern is what might be 
called NSA fatigue. There is now a sort 
of acceptance of highly intrusive 
surveillance as the new normal, the 
result of a bombardment of news 
stories on the topic. 

In addition, the way the 
surveillance story appeared also 
decreased its potential impact. Those 
given custody of the documents 
decided to spread the wealth for a 
more democratic assessment of the 
revelations. They distributed them 
through a wide variety of media — from 
start-up Web publications to leading 
foreign newspapers. 

One NSA document for 
example, indicates that the agency was 
spying on visits to porn sites and 
recommending using that information to 
secretly discredit people. But because 
this was revealed by The Huffington 
Post, an online publication viewed as 
progressive, and was never reported by 
the New York Times or the Washington 
Post, the revelation never received the 
attention it deserved. 

Another major revelation, a 
top-secret NSA map showing that the 
agency had planted malware — 
computer viruses — in more than 
50,000 locations around the world, 
including many friendly countries, was 
reported in a relatively small Dutch 
newspaper, NRC Handelsblad, and 
likely never seen by much of the 
American public. 

Thus, despite such 
revelations, much of the public remains 
largely unaware of the true extent of 


the NSA’s legally questionable 
surveillance activities. 

In my interview with Snowden, 
for example, he said one of his most 
shocking discoveries was the NSA’s 
policy of routinely passing to Israel’s 
Unit 8200 — that country’s NSA — and 
possibly other countries not just 
metadata but the actual contents of 
emails involving Americans. This even 
included the names of U.S. citizens, 
some of whom were likely Palestinian- 
Americans communicating with 
relatives in Israel and Palestine. 

Also few Americans are aware 
of the NSA’s secret email metadata 
collection program that took place for a 
decade or so until it ended several 
years ago. Every time an American 
sent or received an email, a record was 
kept by the NSA, just as the agency 
continues to do with the telephone 
metadata program. Though the email 
program ended, all that private 
information is still stored at the NSA. 

With NSA fatigue setting in, 
and the American public unaware of 
many of the agency’s long list of 
abuses, it is little wonder that only 
slightly more than half the public is 
concerned about losing their privacy. 
For that reason, I agree with Frederick 
A. O. Schwartz Jr., the former chief 
counsel of the Church Committee, 
which conducted a yearlong probe into 
intelligence abuses in the mid-1970s, 
that we need a similarly thorough, hard¬ 
hitting investigation today. 

Until the public fully 
understands how far over the line the 
NSA has gone — legally, morally and 
ethically — there should be no renewal 
or continuation of NSA’s telephone 
metadata program. 

-- Reuters 11 May 15 







Saudi advertises for 
swordsmen as execution rate 
soars 

Riyadh (AFP) - Saudi Arabia advertised 
vacancies for eight executioners 
Tuesday. 

The civil service ministry said 
that no qualifications were necessary 
and that applicants would be exempted 
from the usual entrance exams. 

It said that as well as 
beheadings, the successful candidates 
would be expected to carry out 
amputations ordered by the courts 
under the kingdom's strict version of 
Islamic sharia law. 

Amputation of one or both 
hands is a routine penalty for theft. 
Drug trafficking, rape, murder, apostasy 
and armed robbery are all punishable 
by death. 

Most executions are carried 
out by beheading, but a few are carried 
out by firing squad, stoning or 
crucifixion. 

All are carried out in public 
and video footage sometimes appears 
on the Internet despite a ban on filming. 

The vacancies were 
advertised on the ministry's website in 
the "religious jobs" section. 

Last year, Saudi Arabia 
executed 87 people, according to an 
AFP tally, ranking it third in the world 
for use of the death penalty. 

Already this year, it has put 85 
people to death in what human rights 
group Amnesty International has 
described as a "macabre spike". 

http://news.yahoo.com/saudi- 
advertises-swordsmen-execution-rate- 
soars-103337479.html May 19, 2015 

Ed.: And yet Muslim 

apologists tell us that beheading is un- 
Islamic. 

Watchdog: Congress 
Committed ‘Fraud’ to Avoid 
ACA Requirement 

Congress engaged in outright 
fraud to escape a requirement that 
everyone on Capitol Hill buy individual 
health insurance through the Affordable 
Care Act, says a government watchdog 
who calls the congressional 
Obamacare dodge an under-reported 
scandal. 

The Obama administration let 
Congress, which employs thousands of 
people, classify itself as a small 
business so that lawmakers and hill 
employees could keep heavily 
subsidized, federally funded coverage 
that would not have been available to 
them as individuals, Phil Kerpen, 
president of American Commitment, 


told "MidPoint" host Ed Berliner on 
Newsmax TV on Monday. 

This is quite literal fraud," said 
Kerpen. "These are documents, formal 
documents, that were filed with the 
D.C. health exchange — the 
Obamacare exchange in the District of 
Columbia — certifying that the House 
of Representatives only has 45 
employees and the Senate also only 
has 45 employees. 

"These are signed under 
penalty of perjury, and since they were 
signed, 13,700 people have signed up 
for [coverage in] the supposed 'small 
businesses' with 90 total employees," 
he said. "So, this is pretty blatant fraud 
here on the part of Congress." 

Congress so far has shown 
little appetite to investigate itself. A 
measure sponsored by Sen. David 
Vitter (R-LA) to look into the apparent 
ruse and identify who signed off on the 
paperwork failed overwhelmingly, by a 
vote of 14-5, in the Small Business 
Committee. 

Kerpen said that Congress 
had been able to keep the story mostly 
under wraps, at least until Vitter forced 
a vote in committee. 

"We now have this . . . vote 
where five Republicans and all the 
Democrats on the Small Business 
Committee voted to kill Sen. Vitter's 
investigation," said Kerpen. "He's going 
to demand a floor vote, and I hope he 
gets one because I'd like to see where 
every senator stands." 

www.newsmax.com/Newsmax- 
Tv//2015/05/11 /id/643953/ 

Texas Suspect’s Home 
Searched After Attack on 
Muhammad Cartoon Event 

Two unnamed gunmen 
were killed and a security guard injured 
on Sunday night during an attack on a 
contest calling for cartoon depictions of 
the prophet Muhammad hosted by an 
anti-Islam group in Texas. 

ABC News reported that 
one of the gunmen, a resident of 
Phoenix, AZ, has been the subject of a 
terror investigation. 

Two gunmen drove up to 
the Curtis Culwell Center in Garland, 
Texas, where the American Freedom 
Defense Initiative (AFDI) was hosting 
the exhibition and contest for the best 
caricature of the prophet Muhammad, 
with a $10,000 prize for the winner. 

An unarmed guard at the 
event was shot before the men were 
killed by police, authorities said. 

A livestream shows a man 
wearing military fatigues bursting on to 


the stage to announce that there has 
been a shooting outside. 

“Were the suspects 
Muslim?” a man calls out from the 
crowd. Some chuckles can be heard. 

“I have no idea right now,” 
the man in fatigues replies. 

Just minutes before the 
attack took place, a Twitter account 
with the username “Shariah is Light” 
posted a message saying “may Allah 
accept us as mujahideen” and ending 
“#texasattack”. 

The AFDI’s event was 
attended by Geert Wilders, the Dutch 
far-right populist politician who was met 
with rapturous applause when he rose 
to give the keynote speech. 

Wilders heads the Party for 
Freedom and has been accused of 
inciting racial hatred after his pledge in 
2014 to ensure there would be “fewer 
Moroccans” in the Netherlands. 

Pamela Geller, an organizer 
of the event and a prominent anti-Islam 
activist, used her blog Atlas Shrugs to 
declare “this is war” in the hours after 
the shooting of the gunmen. 

“We are here for freedom. 
Everything else is smear,” Geller told 
the audience, who she called “brave 
freedom-lovers”. 

“We are here for free 
speech. Everything else is smear. We 
are here for freedom of conscious. 
Everything else is smear. We are here 
for individual rights. Everything else is 
smear.” 

Geller said the group had 
decided to host the event at the Curtis 
Culwell Center because a Muslim 
group had held a conference in the 
same room after the Paris attacks [Jan. 
7 at the Charlie Hedbo magazine that 
killed 12 people]. 

— Guardian UK 04 May 15 

Texas Attack: Garland 
Muslims Caught Between Two 
‘Outsider’ Groups 

Pamela Geller is not from 
Garland, Texas. 

Neither is Geert Wilders, 
nor the two gunmen who showed up at 
the Curtis Culwell Center with intent to 
hurt - or worse. A sizeable portion of 
the attendees at the “draw the prophet” 
contest had also come in from out of 
town. 

30-year-old Elton Simpson 
and his roommate Nadir Soofi, of 
Phoenix, Arizona opened fire with 
assault rifles at a police. They shot one 
security guard in the leg before a police 
officer killed both men. 

Islamic State has since 
taken credit for the amateur attack, but 




it is unclear what relationship - if any - 
the gunmen had with the group. 

“I think the most disturbing 
thing is that both the organizers of the 
event and the perpetrators of the crime 
are outsiders,” Alia Salem, the 
executive director of the local chapter 
of the Council on American-lslamic 
Relations (CAIR), told the Guardian. 

“Both entities approached 
Dallas, Texas, with hatred in their 
hearts,” she said, of [Geller's] AFDI and 
the perpetrators of the brazen attack. 

Garland, a city of roughly 
235,000 people, has a sizable Muslim 
population. The number of Muslims in 
north Texas is at least 100,000. 

Khalid Hamideh, a longtime 
community member, said that local 
Muslim families were on edge about 
possible retaliation for the incident 

“We haven’t done wrong, 
nothing. But the fear exists.” 

Hamideh spoke at a press 
conference held by local Muslim 
leaders, who said that it was this 
precise fear of danger to their 
community that led them to speak out 
and condemn the attacks, even though 
they were not responsible for them 

Several times leaders 
reiterated that the majority of the 
world’s Muslims were peaceful, and 
that extremists did not speak in their 
names. 

Attendees of Geller’s event 
did not seem to agree. In several 
interviews conducted with Texans who 
had attended the inflammatory event, 
phrases such as “Islam is the devil” and 
“Muslims do not belong in Texas” were 
bandied about with ease. 

Though Muslims have been 
in Garland and north Texas for 
decades and, according to community 
leaders, have enjoyed largely positive 
relationships with their neighbors, the 
visibility of Muslims in public spaces 
has provoked a pattern of aggressive 
behavior in recent history, an increase 
that Salem links to the election of 
Barack Obama, after which many 
rightwing conspiracy theories emerged 
claiming that the president was secretly 
Muslim. 

[Also, there have been] 
inflammatory statements by local 
politicians and demonstrators at 
protests in Texas. 

One of these protests 
happened outside the Stand with the 
Prophet Against Terror and Hate 
conference, which took place at the 
same center where Sunday night’s 
attacks happened, roughly one week 
after the Charlie Hebdo attacks in 
Paris. Thousands showed up to 
protest, even though “in the past, the 


conference had been held without 
incident”, as Salem told the 
Washington Post. 

January’s conference led to 
Geller’s choosing to host her event in 
this quiet suburban area. Her group, 
the AFDI, which also goes by the name 
Stop the Islamization of America, is 
designated a hate group by civil rights 
organization the Southern Poverty Law 
Center (SPLC) and has been 
denounced by the Anti-Defamation 
League. 

“When you demonize a 
population, some people take that as a 
license to commit violence,” said Heidi 
Beirich, director of the Intelligence 
Project at SPLC, which tracks hate 
crimes. “Speech has consequences, 
though that doesn’t mean that people 
don’t have a right to speech.” 

“Of course the violence is 
unacceptable and outrageous, but that 
doesn’t excuse Pamela Geller,” Beirich 
said. “She’s still responsible for the 
hate speech she’s propagated.” 

This was a sentiment 
echoed by both Muslim community 
leaders and local residents. 

“The depiction of the 
prophet in the worst of ways is asking 
for these crazies,” Hamideh said. 
“Under our laws, incitement is a crime.” 

Geller is steadfast in her 
claims that her event was simply a 
celebration of free speech. 

The divide over whether this 
event was inciting hatred or was just a 
defense of free speech is fraught. What 
some saw as an opportunity to assert 
their constitutional freedoms, others 
took as an affront. But the dilemma 
raised by Sunday’s violence touches on 
the fundamental question: what place 
will the US let itself carve out for 
Muslim Americans? 

According to a Texan who 
would not give his last name, the 
answer is none. 

“Islam itself doesn’t belong 
in this country,” he said. “Sharia law 
counteracts with the constitution of the 
United States. We have the right to 
practice the religion in this country as 
long as it doesn’t do harm to yourself or 
others - and Islam does.” 

His attendance was meant 
to be read as a defense of 
constitutional rights, he said. 

Jim Harman, a Dallas 
resident and business owner, said he 
had attended the event to support 
Geller, the Dutch far-right populist 
politician Geert Wilders and “those who 
are on the frontlines giving clarity to the 
situation” - that is, those who are 
declaring that Islam and civil society 
are fundamentally incompatible. 


“This isn’t about some 
cartoons,” Harman said. “This is about 
showing the contrast between good 
and evil” and to counter the “slow bleed 
of encouragement” that the government 
gives to “radical” groups like CAIR. 

Whatever their feelings, not 
one of the 100,000 local Muslims had 
come out to protest against Geller’s 
event, in accordance with guidance 
given by Muslim leaders. 

“We just didn’t want to give 
her the time of day,” Hamideh said. 
“She wasn’t worth our breath." 

-- Guardian UK 05 May 15 

“Garland Opinion” 

By Neale Osborne, JFPO Guest 
Contributor, May 9 th , 2015: 

ISIS has claimed "credit" for 
this barbarous act. That's nice. Their 
claim included such phrases as "To our 
brothers and sisters fighting for the 
Sake of Allah, we make dua for you 
and ask Allah to guide your bullets, 
terrify your enemies, and establish you 
in the Land.... 

"The attack by the Islamic 
State in America is only the beginning 
of our efforts to establish a wiliyah in 
the heart of our enemy. Our aim was 
the khanzeer Pamela Geller and to 
show her that we don't care what land 
she hides in or what sky shields her; 
we will send all our Lions to achieve 
her slaughter....Everyone who houses 
her events, gives her a platform to spill 
her filth are legitimate targets.... 

"We have 71 trained 
soldiers in 15 different states ready at 
our word to attack any target we desire. 
Out of the 71 trained soldiers 23 have 
signed up for missions like Sunday, We 
are increasing in number bithnillah. Of 
the 15 states, 5 we will name... Virginia, 
Maryland, Illinois, California, and 
Michigan....” 

I've read the Quran. 
Depending on how you interpret it, this 
comment is either an abhorrent twist of 
a Holy Scripture that Allah would 
oppose, or a dead on accurate call to 
do Allah's stated will. Since I do not 
believe in Allah's existence, I cannot 
claim to know which is correct. In either 
case, you can rest assured. Americans 
will not be cowed by these people and 
their threats. While our government 
may lick the boots of terrorist 
murderers, while the media may blame 
cartoonists for the acts of un-civilized 
beings claiming to be sent by Allah, we 
Americans, men and women, will stand 
for the rights of people to say offensive 
things, to draw offensive pictures, and 
worship their God or gods however 




they choose as long as they harm no 
one in that worship. 

Further commentary. When 
hate-filled Islamic extremists attacked a 
cartoon contest in Garland, Texas they 
failed, proving (once again) that the 
best way by far to stop bad guys with 
guns is with good guys with guns. They 
also proved (once again) that rights, 
including the right to free speech, have 
no power unless they can be defended. 
- Kurt Hoffman 

CNN reported that the guns 
Garland attackers Elton Simpson and 
Nadir Soofi used were “bought legally,” 
which means they were acquired 
through background checks. 

Background checks do not 
stop persons with criminal intent but no 
criminal record. - AWR Hawkins 

Permit-free, concealed carry 
guns can now be carried in 
Kansas 

By Linsey Bald 

Folks in Kansas are about 
to arm up. Gov. Sam Brownback on 
Thursday signed a new law - residents 
can soon tote around concealed carry 
firearms, permit free - and without any 
training. Brownback called it a victory 
for the U.S. Constitution. 

Writes the Kansas City Star. 
“The new law, which kicks in July 1, 
makes Kansas the sixth state to allow 
‘Constitutional Carry.’ It will allow 
Kansans 21 and older to carry 
concealed firearms regardless of 
whether they have obtained a permit.” 
The Topeka Capital-Journal states that 
Kansans can now legally possess a 
firearm “without completing an eight- 
hour training class, passing a 
background check or paying the require 
licensing fee.” 

Any of the 36 states that 
recognize Kansas permits will still 
require the mandatory training. 

Kansas adopted concealed 
carry back in 2006, under which a 
citizen can carry a personal protection 
weapon in public in a concealed 
manner. Republican Travis Couture- 
Lovelady, who represents District 110 
in northern Kansas, said this latest bill 
should have little impact to what is 
already in place. 

“We haven’t had any of the 
Wild West shootouts. We haven’t had 
any of the blood running in the streets 
that folks feared,” he said. 

News site Salon.com, which 
touts itself as offering up “fearless 
commentary, criticism, and provocative 
personal essays,” had this to say: 

Want to protect yourself 
against anyone who might come for 


your tax cut? Worried someone will try 
to fight you for the last remaining book 
in the state? Well, hoo-boy, do I ever 
have some good news for you! As of 
July 1, Kansans will be able to carry 
concealed weapons without having to 
actually obtain a concealed carry 
firearms permit. 

Kansas joins states with 
similar laws. Alaska, Arizona, 
Arkansas, Vermont, and Wyoming all 
have similar no-permit, concealed carry 
laws. Brownback said it is still the right 
of a business to post a sign that 
prohibits concealed carry customers 
from entering their property. 

TerriLynn Barnett Miller, 
speaking on behalf of the Kansas 
chapter of Moms Demand Action said: 
“Moms, gun violence survivors, gun 
shop owners and plenty of other 
Kansans spoke out against this 
dangerous setback for public safety. 
Governor Brownback ignored us, 
looked the other way and our state will 
be less safe as a result." 

- www.examiner.com April 2, 2015 

Groups warn Oregon mine 
militia dispute threatens 
democracy 

PORTLAND, Ore. (Reuters) - A 
coalition of public policy advocates 
warned on Tuesday that a group of 
armed conservative activists who have 
been guarding an Oregon mine for over 
a month are a sign of an emerging 
violent anti-government movement. 

The newly formed "Ballots 
Not Bullets" coalition said they will seek 
to promote democracy over what they 
call militia-style extremism. 

Created by seven 
organizations including the Coalition to 
Stop Gun Violence and Catholics in 
Alliance for Common Good, Ballots Not 
Bullets is a response to a legal battle 
between the owners of a mining claim 
outside Medford and the U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management. 

Sugar Pine Mine co-owner 
Rick Barclay summoned guards from 
the conservative Oath Keepers activist 
network following a stop-work order he 
received in March after BLM officials 
said equipment found on site did not 
meet requirements. 

Ballots Not Bullets say they 
may lobby Oregon lawmakers on the 
issue, describing the dispute as the 
latest manifestation of last year's 
standoff between Nevada rancher 
Cliven Bundy and the federal 
government, in which the BLM sought 
to seize Bundy's cattle after he refused 
to pay grazing fees. 


The federal agents backed 
down after an armed standoff. 

"It is a rejection of any kind 
of democratic compromise and the 
endorsement of the use of weapons 
and violence to get your way," said 
Mark Potok of the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, a coalition member. 

Oath Keepers 

spokeswoman Mary Emerick said the 
Oath Keepers do not condone violence 
and require that guards be vetted and 
pass a background check. 

More than 100 protesters 
gathered at the BLM offices in Medford 
last month, prompting the agency to 
close its operations for the day. 

- May 20, 2105 

French Peacekeeper Abuse 
Scandal Fits an Old Pattern of 
Impunity 

A UN humanitarian aid 
worker has been suspended for leaking 
a report on child abuse committed by 
French peacekeepers in the Central 
African Republic (CAR). 

The report, Sexual Abuse 
on Children by international Armed 
Forces, show that once again, UN 
forces have abused their power to prey 
on vulnerable individuals in the most 
horrific circumstances. 

Echoing events in Liberia 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(among others), the report finds that 
children displaced by the war - some 
as young as nine years old - were 
apparently raped and molested by 
peacekeepers in return for food hand¬ 
outs. 

The allegations date back to 
2014 - and it’s clear from the report 
that the UN has knowledge of the 
abuses, but has done nothing so far to 
hold the peacekeepers who committed 
those crimes accountable. 

While these peacekeepers 
are part of a French-led mission, not a 
UN one, their abuses fit an old pattern 
of impunity that has haunted 
peacekeeping operations for decades. 

Despite years of internal 
and external investigations, reports and 
recommendations about the heinous 
abuses committed by peacekeepers, 
the UN and its member states still fail 
to ensure accountability, to provide 
redress for victims, or to protect 
whistleblowers. 

In 1999, Kathy Bolkovac 
blew the whistle on UN peacekeepers 
who had trafficked Ukrainian women 
into post-war Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and enslaved them for UN personnel to 
rape. Although some peacekeepers 
were sent home as a result of 




Bolkovac’s actions, none of them faced 
criminal charges. 

It’s true that the UN does 
not have a court in which to prosecute 
those individuals - and nor does it have 
sufficient authority to investigate 
allegations - but it does have power, 
both financial and political. That power 
must be used to force states to hold 
their troops accountable when they 
commit abuses on UN missions. 

As things stand, 
peacekeepers operate in a culture of 
impunity. Allegations against them are 
unlikely to be investigated. Even if they 
are, those who work directly for the UN 
cannot be prosecuted in the country in 
which they commit the crime. Frangois 
Hollande has vowed to show “no 
mercy” in this case - but that would be 
a first. 

In 2012 Uruguay was 
shamed into prosecuting five 
peacekeepers on charges of raping a 
disabled child in Haiti because 
overwhelming evidence was presented 
in the public arena - and yet the case 
collapsed on a technicality. 

This time, the troops in 
question are from France, and the aid 
worker, Anders Kompass, leaked the 
report to French authorities. It should 
never have fallen to a whistleblower to 
give this evidence to French 
prosecutors. The UN had that 
evidence, but failed to make it public or 
to pass it on. 

Note: After this article was 
published, it became clear that the 
report it mentions is not about UN 
peacekeepers. It is about the French 
forces based in CAR, part of the 
French-led military operation known as 
Operation Sangaris. They were 
authorised by the UN Security Council 
in December 2013, but do not operate 
under the leadership of the UN 
Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations (DPKO). The article has 
been updated to make this distinction 
clear. 

— https://theconversation.com April 29, 
2015 

Some philosophical musings 
on defence from ‘down under’ 

By Peter Cunningham, Guest 
Contributor, May 1 st , 2015 

The United Nations is the 
greatest threat to sovereignty and 
individuality that has ever existed on 
the planet. Under Articles 39 to 51 - 
particularly 43 & 51 - the UN 

specifically permits it’s “Member 
States” (Nations) to possess and use 
weapons for self defence. Ref: 


http://www.un.org/en/documents/charte 

r/index.shtm. 

Clearly UN “Member 
States” are absolved from being 
disarmed and have the ability to 
possess and use effective means of 
defence - while commonly denying 
citizens that same fundamental and 
natural right. 

UN actions are focused on 
disarming civilians using a broad brush 
where all are tarred. By focusing on a 
conflict in some flea ridden, despotic 
headed nation - ALL are ensnared. 
That approach achieves the “General” 
component of UN disarmament efforts. 

The UNHCR appointed Ms. 
Barbara Frey as “Special Rapporteur” 
with the task of preparing a 
comprehensive study on the prevention 
of human rights violations committed 
with small arms and light weapons. 
This is a broad brush approach to look 
at all aspects of firearm misuse. 

Her 2006 UN report clearly 
defined each step of immediate and 
progressive civilian disarmament. 
Furthermore, a perceived Valhalla 
where no individual has a "right" to self- 
defense, and where signatory “Member 
States” become legally obliged to alter 
domestic laws and processes to be 
consistent with the agenda to which it 
committed. 

Australia is one nation that 
has cowtailed to the UN and put most 
recommendations into effect - with 
ongoing torment to those who comply. 

The current president of 
USA (Obama) and ilk are hellbent on 
following suit. The first target must be 
and is your 2nd Amendment. 

One day it may be 
necessary for the repetition of very 
hard decisions to resist those intent on 
control, and if not countered, then 
liberty is dead and nobody will be left to 
again fight for it. 

So: As a nation has right to 
possess and use effective means of 
self defence: Why do most nations do 
everything possible to deny their 
citizens that same right? 

- Jews for the Preservation 
of Firearms Ownership 

Correcting the record on 
David Hemenway’s claim that 
academics support gun 
control 

By John Lott 

David Hemenway wrote an 
op-ed that was originally published in 
the Los Angeles Times and then 
picked up in many other newspapers. 
The Los Angeles Times was unwilling 
to publish a letter that the CPRC sent 


in, but the Wisconsin State Journal 

did publish it in their May 3 rd paper: 
“Survey in gun column was incomplete” 

“David Hemenway’s guest 
column, “Scientists reach consensus 
on guns,” claimed a consensus on gun 
research based on a survey he 
conducted. But he conveniently fails to 
mention that another similar survey of 
peer-reviewed researchers was 
released two months ago. 

“That survey found the 
exact opposite. Gary Mauser, a 
professor who specializes in polling at 
Canada’s Simon Fraser University, 
conducted it for the Crime Prevention 
Research Center. Mauser surveyed 53 
economists who published in the area 
over the last 15 years. Among the 
questions: an overwhelming number — 
83 percent — noted guns are more 
likely to be used in self-defense than in 
crime. Further, 74 percent said 
concealed handgun laws reduce 
murder rates and 69 percent said guns 
in the home don’t cause more suicides. 
Also, 83 percent said gun-free zones 
attract criminals. 

“Hemenway fails to note 
that the people he surveyed only had to 
mention “firearms” in their research. 
They didn’t have to actually conduct 
empirical work on guns. There were 
also problems in the recording of his 
responses. For instance, I was 
supposedly one of the researchers 
surveyed. Yet, my responses weren’t 
recorded. When I emailed Hemenway 
about this technical problem, my emails 
were ignored. — John R. Lott, Jr., 
president, Crime Prevention Research 
Center, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania” 

More information on our 
survey is available (the original survey 
dated Feb. 2, 2015), my op-ed at Fox 
News April 21 (note that unlike 
Hemenway, Lott doesn’t hide the other 
poll), and Stephen Dinan’s coverage in 
the Washington Times April 8 where 
David Hemenway was interviewed 
about our survey. 

Question to readers: given 
that Hemenway was obviously familiar 
with Professor Mauser’s survey of 
academics that was released in 
February (after all he was interviewed 
in a news story about the survey and 
had earlier been sent a copy of it in 
February), why didn’t Hemenway 
address it at all? Why not explain why 
his survey was superior and 
superseded that survey? 

In addition, there were other 
mistakes in Hemenway’s op-ed. For 
example, while he claims that 150 
people answered the survey, some 
responses are as low as 85 or 96. The 
numbers are less than 122 for all but 




two. The 150 responses was true for 
only one question, but he makes it look 
like that was true for all of them. 

Ed.: David Hemenway is a 
professor at the Harvard School of 
Public Health and director of the 
Harvard Injury Control Research 
Center. 

Book blurb: How to Survive 
the End of the World as We 
Know It by James Rawles 

With the recent economic 
crisis, formerly unimaginable scenarios 
have become terrifyingly real 
possibilities - learn how to prepare for 
the worst. 

Global financial collapse, a 
terrorist attack, a natural catastrophe - 
all it takes is one event to disrupt our 
way of life. We could find ourselves 
facing myriad serious problems from 
massive unemployment to a food 
shortage to an infrastructure failure that 
cuts off our power or water supply. If 
something terrible happens, we won't 
be able to rely on the government or 
our communities. We'll have to take 
care of ourselves. 

In How to Survive the End 
of the World as We Know It, James 
Rawles, founder of SurvivalBlog.com, 
clearly explains everything you need to 
know to protect yourself and your 
family in the event of a disaster-from 
radical currency devaluation to a 
nuclear threat to a hurricane. Rawles 
shares essential tactics and techniques 
for surviving completely on your own, 
including how much food is enough, 
how to filter rainwater, how to protect 
your money, which seeds to buy for 
your garden, why goats are a smart 
choice for livestock, and how to secure 
your home. It's the ultimate guide to 
total preparedness and self-reliance in 
a time of need. 

-- Amazon.com web site 

SCLC President suspended, 
sent to 'training' for pointing 
blacks to second amendment 

On April 1, Georgia 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) President Sam 
Mosteller, [an African-American], was 


relieved of his position, pending an 
“internal investigation” and completion 
of an “internal training program.” This 
follows, as Breitbart News reported, his 
advice to blacks to “exercise their 
Second Amendment rights,” stating that 
the Second Amendment was 
something every “family [should] avail 
themselves of.” 

In other words, Mosteller 
has to be re-educated. 

Mosteller indicated that his 
motivation for doing so was his 
weariness with waiting for others to 
step up and protect the black 
community. 

According to 11 Alive 
Atlanta, the national SCLC released the 
following statement: “The Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference was 
founded and maintains it’s [sic] position 
against violence of ANY type. We are 
founded on the bedrock of nonviolence 
and we encourage those principles as 
we seek social justice and social 
change in American society and around 
the world. 

“Although our organization 
does concur that the justice system in 
America has too often failed 
communities of color, particularly black 
youth, in reviewing the comments 
made by the Rev. Mosteller on 
Wednesday, March 31, we have found 
that his comments do not represent, 
nor reflect the principles and position of 
this organization.” 

- www.breitbart.com 2 April 2015 

Letter to the Editor 

I got an email about a 73 
year old New Jersey man facing life in 
prison. Is it true, or just another l-net 
myth? 

AA, Texas 

Ed.: AA, the next article 
explains what happened. 

In Jersey a Flintlock Pistol 
Can Get You a 10-Year Jail 
Sentence 

Where is there any justice 
in locking up a 72-year-old man for up 
to 10 years for having an antique 
flintlock pistol? I’m sure in the Garden 
State authorities can find frivolous 


reasons. 

NRA News’ Ginny Simone 
ventured into New Jersey to speak with 
Gordon VanGilder, public enemy No. 1 
in Cumberland County. VanGilder is a 
retired teacher. He’s an admirer of 18 th 
century artifacts and historical 
memorabilia and bought the pistol to go 
with his collection. The pistol is 
approaching its 300-year anniversary. 

Gordon was arrested last 
November. A Cumberland County 
Sheriff’s Deputy pulled over Gordon for 
a traffic violation, but wanted to search 
his car. Upon discovering a flintlock 
pistol, VanGilder was arrested, and 
faces up to ten years in prison; three 
and a half to five years of that sentence 
must be served before parole can be 
considered. 

To make things more 
absurd, the prosecutor told VanGilder’s 
lawyer-Evan Nappen- that ballistics 
test will be run on the firearm. 

This will impact Gordon’s 
pension, his ability to vote, and his 
reputation. He will be a convicted felon 
if the State of New Jersey is successful 
in their crusade against him. 

While Gordon noted that he 
was probably in violation of the law, he 
wasn’t if he was going by the federal 
statute, which exempts such a class of 
firearms. The conflict between state 
and federal laws is a constitutional 
question. Maybe this case will settle 
that egregious discrepancy. 

Yeah, New Jersey is still 
one of the worst states in the country. 

- http://townhall.com Feb. 16, 2015 
Ed.: 101.5 radio reported Feb. 
26 that “as a result of the ensuing 
reaction to Van Gilder’s arrest 
Cumberland County Prosecutor 
Jennifer Webb-McCrae exercised 
prosecutorial discretion and dismissed 
the (unlawful possession of a weapon) 
charges in the interest of justice in 
accordance with,” the Graves Act 
governing firearms offenses in New 
Jersey. 
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